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The Gospel of John – Movie Scene



Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

 The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying,

“Master, the one you love is ill.”
When Jesus heard this he said,

“This illness is not to end in death,

but is for the glory of God,

that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus.

So when he heard that he was ill,

he remained for two days in the place where he 

was.

Then after this he said to his disciples,

+Let us go back to Judea.”



Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus

had already been in the tomb for four days.
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,

she went to meet him;

but Mary sat at home.

Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here,

my brother would not have died.

But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,

God will give you.”

Jesus said to her,

Your brother will rise.”



Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

 Martha said,

“I know he will rise,
in the resurrection on the last day.”

Jesus told her,

“I am the resurrection and the life;

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die.

Do you believe this?”

She said to him, “Yes, Lord.

I have come to believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God,

the one who is coming into the world.”



Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

 He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and 

said,
“Where have you laid him?”

They said to him, “Sir, come and see.”

And Jesus wept.

So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.”
But some of them said,

“Could not the one who opened the eyes of the 

blind man

have done something so that this man would not 

have died?”



Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

 So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb.

It was a cave, and a stone lay across it.
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him,

“Lord, by now there will be a stench;

he has been dead for four days.”
Jesus said to her,

“Did I not tell you that if you believe

you will see the glory of God?”

So they took away the stone.

And Jesus raised his eyes and said,

“Father, I thank you for hearing me.

I know that you always hear me;

but because of the crowd here I have said this,
that they may believe that you sent me.”



Jn 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

 And when he had said this,

He cried out in a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!”

The dead man came out,

tied hand and foot with burial bands,

and his face was wrapped in a cloth.
So Jesus said to them,

“Untie him and let him go.”

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary

and seen what he had done began to believe 

in him.



Context

Jesus is the 

living water.

Jesus is the 

light of the 

world.

Jesus is the 

resurrection 

and the life.

For a thirsty soul 
looking for love 

and satisfaction but 
is looking in the 
wrong place

For blind eyes that 
are blind from sin

For someone who 
has died spiritually

Represents our spiritual dysfunction



Reflection

“I am the 
resurrection and the 

life; whoever 
believes in me, even 

if he dies, will live, 
and everyone who 
lives and believes in 
me will never die.” 



Reflection

 The Liturgy of the Word of this day talks about  

resurrection, and a new life.

 Reading 1 - Ezekiel 37:12-14

 Reading 2 – Romans 8:8-11

 Gospel - John 11:1-45

 Jesus waited until after Lazarus died in order to 
be able to resurrect him so that we may all come 

to believe in him.

 A sign of Christ’s glory and power over death

 This event leads to Jesus’ crucifixion. 

(John 11:46-54)

 Jesus is the resurrection and the life.

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in 
me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die.”



St. Augustine’s Meditation

 Jesus raises 3 people from the dead

 Each of these represents different levels of spiritual 

disorder.

 1. The daughter of Jairus (died in her home) (Luke 8:40-56)

 Spiritual death – A sin committed in thought but has not been 

expressed in action yet (poisoning thoughts - resentment, 

grudges, etc.)

 2. The son of the widow of Nain (carried out the town gate)
(Luke 7:11-17)

 Spiritual death – From sin that has been expressed in action as 

well (words, acts)

 3. Lazarus – (4 days in the tomb, covered by a stone,
there is a “stench”) (John 11:1-45)

 Total spiritual death – From sin that has been expressed in 

action and has become a habit in your life and is affecting 

others around you

St. Augustine of Hippo

(354–430 AD)



St. Augustine’s Meditation

 No matter how many bad actions you did in your 

life / how large the magnitude of your bad 

actions, in all cases, 

Jesus always invites us “back to life”

 Lent is a time for us to search within ourselves, see 

if there is anything that is hurting us spiritually, and 

to repent for our sins so that we can be “raised 
back to life” by God

 No one is beyond the reach of the forgiveness of Christ

 God wants us fully “alive”

 Living according to God’s teachings



Reflection
 God takes on a human nature in Jesus.

 In Jesus, God felt what it was like to lose a friend. 

 Jesus wept. (3x in the gospels)

 Over Jerusalem for its lack of faith (Palm Sunday)

 At Gethsemane in fear and sorrow (before being arrested)

 At the tomb of Lazarus

 In this case, we can understand how God feels, 
God is weeping over our own sinfulness

 A loss of friendship with God

 It makes God very sad when we aren’t fully “alive” because 
of our sins

 God is searching for his lost friend (for us because we 
have wandered away into spiritual death)

 “Where have you laid him?”

 The voice of Jesus can pull you back to life.

 “Untie him and let him go.” (Let him be free.)

God hates the way we tie ourselves up and put 
ourselves in graves and wander into tombs

Homily from Bishop Robert Barron – Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles



Reflection Questions

 Throughout the season of Lent, as we deeply 

reflect upon ourselves in terms of our thoughts 

and actions, reflect upon our sins, and as we 

examine our conscience, 

 Can we hear the Lord weeping because we are 

not as alive as he wants us to be?

 What can we do in our lives to be more alive and 

to avoid spiritual death?

 Even in the darkest times of your life - in the 

darkest corner covered by the stone, 

 How would you feel if Jesus calls out your name 

and tells you to come out?

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in 
me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die.”



Call to Action

 Find something about yourself that you see is a negative 

influence on your life that you can change, 

which will greatly improve the quality of your life and your 

interactions with others in the long-term.
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Questions & Comments



Prayer

 Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, our Savior and Redeemer, 

You are the resurrection and the life. 

No one else can give eternal life. Make our faith in You strong. 

Help us to remember that You defeated sin and death, 

and that we will also defeat death because we belong to You. 

We pray this in Your most holy name. Amen.



Recent Events

 Pope’s Urbi et Orbi blessing on Friday, 

March 27, 2020

 To pray for an end to the COVID-19 

coronavirus pandemic

 The Pope reflects on Jesus’ words to his 

disciples, “Why are you afraid? Have 

you no faith?” (Mark 4:35-41)

 If we turn to Jesus and hand Him our fears, 

said the Pope, He will conquer them.

“Because this is God’s strength: turning to 

the good everything that happens to us, 

even the bad things. He brings serenity into 

our storms, because with God life never 

dies.”



Thank You!
 Be safe.

Continue to pray for each 

other and for the world.

 Be ready for Easter coming up.

 See you all next time!
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